
1985 United States Figure Skating Ctiampionships: 
A Bright Beginning in Kansas City 
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Hundreds of volunteers added to the effi- 
ciency of the competition. More than a hun- 
dred skaters from the Greater Kansas City 
metropolitan area representing the four figure 
skating clubs hosting the Championships 
along with the Crittenton Center, members 
of the Carriage FSC, Kansas City FSC, Silver 
Blades FSC of Greater Kansas City, and the 
St. Joseph FSC, all pitched in to fill impor- 
tant functions. 

On January 30, 105 of these skaters, aged 
7 to 20, skated a spectacularly-choreographed 
number to open the Championships. T\vo 
days earlier, Christmas had returned briefly 
to Kansas City for one night when the Coun- 
try Club Plaza (a very chic renovated shop- 
ping area) turned on the more than 152,000 
Christmas lights that still adorned the 
buildings. Witnessed by officials and guests 
at the neighboring Plaza Hotel, this blaze of 
lights was unprecedented, never before in 
their history had they ever been on after New 
Year's Day. 

"The Plaza lights shine as a symbol of the 
dedication and intensity, the drive (the 
athletes) bring to their performance)' EUyn 
Bold, executive vice president of the Plaza 
Merchants' Association, said in a press re- 
lease. 

And Kansans turned out in record number 
to see what all this fuss about figure skating 
was. The more than 70,000 spectators were 
not disappointed. The depth of skating talent 
was excellent. 

THE CHAMPIONSHIP EVENTS 
The 1985 Nationals attracted the largest 

field in the history of the event to Kansas Ci- 
ty, even besting last year's record breaker in 
Salt Lake City. 

This year, in each event, the top four in the 
Sectional events qualified to skate at Na- 
tionals. Coupled with byes, this swollen con- 
tingent broke all previous records, fielding, 
in Seniors, 16 ladies, 15 men, 14 pairs, and 
14 dance couples, a total of 87 competitors. 

Of concern to the Senior competitors were 
the limited spots available on the 1985 World 
Team, with only two available in Ladies, 
Men, and Pairs. Only Ice Dancing still had 
three spots available. 

Men 
Foxhill Ice Arena, a short bus ride south 

of Kansas City, was the site for all the com- 
pulsory figures. Brian Boitano, from the 
Peninsula FSC in California, was hard 
pressed by fellow Californian Mark 
Cockerell, from the Los Angeles FSC, who 
tied with Boitano by two judges on the sec- 
ond figure, the paragraph bracket, and 
secured a tie from one judge on figure three, 
the paragraph loop. A third Californian, 
Scott Williams, from the All Year FSC, was 
impressive, showing a marked improvement 
in his figures from a year ago in Salt Lake 
City where he placed seventh in figures, 
challenging Cockerell and winning second on 
the paragraph bracket, and finishing third 
overall. 

Boitano's four firsts and four second places 
on figure one, the counter, held Cockerell, 
who placed second overall, at bay. 

Interestingly, three judges tied Boitano and 
Williams on the second figure. Boitano 
secured seven firsts overall. 

In the Thursday evening short program, 
Brian Boitano, once again, won seven of the 
nine judges to keep him in first place. This 
year, several changes are noticeable in 
Boitano. He exudes a new inner strength and 
a confidence in himself that translates into 
commendable skating. Gone is the jerky, 
almost mechanical style, replaced with a 
smooth, well-choreographed perfectionist. 

Skating to music from the James Bond 
movies, he completed all elements without a 
hitch, linking a difficult triple Lutz with a 
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double toe loop in combination, securing 
5.7's and 5.8's for his efforts. 

Mark Cockerel! had skated before Boitano. 
Cockerell is another story in himself. He just 
seems to improve every year, if that's possi- 
ble. He is a fighter who obviously relishes a 
challenge. As is Boitano, he is in great shape, 
with an inexhaustible supply of stamina. 

Wanting "to stay close!' Cockerell skated 
a faultless short to the "Lx)ne Ranger" theme, 
he also linked the triple Lutz, his strongest 
jump, with a double toe in combination. His 
spins were excellent. Seven judges awarded 
him seconds, while two gave him their first- 
place approval. He was awarded 5.6's and 
5.7's. As one sports writer commented . . . 
"James Bond (Boitano) defeated the Lone 
Ranger (Cockerell) barely but predictably!' 

Scott Williams, in strong contention with 
his third place in compulsories just had a 
"bad day" in the short. Scott fell on his tri- 
ple Lutz, which cost him dearly, moving him 
down to ninth in the short. However, thanks 
to the strong compulsories, he was fifth 
overall, offering still an excellent shot at a 
medal. 

Of note in the short was the performance 
of Christopher Bowman, another Califor- 
nian, from the Los Angeles FSC. Bowman 
had been an impressive Junior skater, a 
former World Junior Champion, and this 
was his second year as a Senior. Bowman 
soon endeared himself to the audience. His 
short was error free, a poised and confident 
performance in which he landed a triple toe- 
double toe loop combination. His dismal 
tenth place in the compulsory figures, 
however, was detrimental to his third place 
in the short, frustrating a medal attempt. 

Yet another Californian, Bobby Beau- 
champ, from the Pilgrim SC, much improved 
his 1984 Nationals showing by placing fifth 
in the compulsory figures and fourth in the 
short. 

Boitano later commented that one of his 
goals was to do the best short program he'd 
ever done at Nationals. "The difference is to 
do it when you're leading. That's a totally dif- 
ferent kind of pressurel' he added. 

Cockerell disclosed his strategy too. "I just 
wanted to come here and stay close to Brian 
all the time. Then who knows what might 
happen?" 

"The place was buzzing" Friday night as 
the Senior Men took to the ice for the free. 

The two spots for the World Team loomed 
larger and larger. 

Brian Boitano proved himself a worthy 
challenger, by skating a well-balanced pro- 
gram, marred only by a double-footed triple 
loop. 

"It's my most solid move in practice!' he 
said wryly, "and it's my only mistake!' 

Almost missed by many in the capacity 
crowd—or is it that remarkably today it is 
just another expected jump?—was a faultless 
triple Axel, that produced a satisfied smile 
of joy on Brian as he completed the jump. 
His program was a well-organized mix, in- 
cluding excellent spins and sequence, and 
seven triple jumps including three in two 
combinations, a triple toe Walley-double toe, 
and a double toe-triple toe-triple toe loop. 

Mark Cockerell didn't disappoint either. 
Apparently, spurred by the crowd's vocal par- 
ticipation as his program unfolded, he com- 
pleted his triple Lutz and a strong triple toe 
loop combination, faulting only on a triple 
loop, as had Boitano. 

Christopher Bowman continued to delight 
the audience with his skating, creating the 
same impression with the judges who award- 
ed him 5.7's and 5.8's, excellent, well-deserved 
marks. He completed six triples, including an 
impressive triple Lutz and a triple toe-double 
toe loop combination. His program earned 
him third in the short, fifth overall. It must 
have been exasperating for him to see his 
compulsories holding him out of medal 
contention. 

Scott Williams made up for his poor show- 
ing in the short by taking fourth in the free 
to squeeze him into the Bronze medal spot. 
His only obvious error in his seven-triple pro- 
gram was a double-footed triple loop, the 
third competitor to experience trouble with 
this jump, but his excellent spins and two 
combinations—triple Salchow-double toe, 
and triple toe-double toe were winners. 

Ladies 
The ladies. Ah, the ladies! Speculation was 

rampant on the outcome. The outcome 
caused no surprises, yet in some sense was 
full of surprises. Confusing? So was the 
ladies. 

The ladies took to the ice for their figures 
at Foxhill at noon on Thursday, a time depar- 
ture from the norm. In this day and age com- 
pulsory figures are much maligned, but the 
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Brian Boitano 
Senior Men - Gold 
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Mark Cockereli 
Senior Men - Sliver 
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